
7 October 2020 

MIDDLEBURY TREE COMMITTEE’S STATEMENT ON PROJECT 9A0158-11 

As residents of Middlebury we understand and appreciate the need for maintaining a safe 

environment for everyone in the community. As members of the Middlebury Tree Committee 

(MTC) we understand and appreciate the value of trees in maintaining a safe and productive 

environment for all living things. For that reason we have formalized the following concerns 

related to the proposed clear-cutting of trees on the north side of Munson Road in East 

Middlebury. 

The Benefit of Trees 

Our first concern is that the loss of this six-acre stand of trees will eliminate the numerous 

benefits provided by those trees in this area. While trees provide many benefits, some stand 

out in this case: 

● By their very nature trees combat climate change. A main driver of climate change is  

excess carbon dioxide (CO2) building up in our atmosphere. During the process of 

photosynthesis trees absorb CO2, removing and storing the carbon while releasing 

oxygen back into the air. In one year, an acre of mature trees absorbs the same amount 

of CO2 produced when you drive your car 26,000 miles. Additionally, that one acre of 

mature trees releases sufficient oxygen in a year to supply 18 people.  

 

● Trees help to maintain the overall health of an ecosystem by maintaining the health and 

balance between essential abiotic components - water, air and soil. They play a central 

role not only in the ecosystems of forests themselves but in relation to other species 

that forests support.  

 

● Trees provide a canopy and habitat for wildlife. They are an abode to various plants and 

animals. They provide food and space to animals that help to maintain the ecological 

balance. The understory of a forest provides essential habitat for insects, amphibians, 

and reptiles, all key players in a functioning and healthy forest.  

 

Clear Cutting vs. Selective Cutting 

Secondly, we are concerned about the harmful effects of clear cutting 6 acres of forest when 

this area has already been cleared of large forest trees. It is found that a clear-cut increases soil 

erosion, water degradation, and increased silting in creeks, rivers, and reservoirs. Clear-cutting 

inhibits the sustainability of healthy, holistic forest ecosystems and can harm the food chain by 

eliminating other species that rely on one another. Aesthetics and quality forest views are 



compromised by clear-cutting. If any cutting is deemed necessary, we encourage the 

alternative use of selective cutting. 

 

 

Trees and Water: 

Our third concern relates to stormwater runoff and water quality, particularly since the land in 

question falls within a source protection area (SPA) for two public water systems. Trees reduce 

runoff by breaking rainfall thus allowing the water to flow down the trunk and into the earth 

below the tree. Trees act like a sponge that filters this water naturally and uses it to recharge 

groundwater supplies. The roots of a tree grip the ground and act like thousands of “fingers” to 

anchor the tree as it keeps soil from washing away. The complex root network — often an area 

underground larger than the tree’s branches — also filters harmful substances out of water as it 

soaks downward. 

 

Forest Fragmentation: 

Our last concern is forest fragmentation and the habitat destruction and loss of important 

wildlife corridors associated with it. The area in question is a critical link within a larger 

continuous forest. That forest stretches from the Green Mountain National Forest to the east to 

an area of forest west of the airport between Schoolhouse Hill Road and Route 116. That same 

contiguous forest then extends south to East Middlebury proper along Route 125. Deer use this 

corridor throughout the year. Several bat species, including the endangered Indiana Bat and the 

Northern Long-eared Bat use this corridor at various times of the year but particularly when 

they prepare for overwintering and then emerge again in the Spring. Most importantly loss of 

habitat is almost always permanent. 

 

In addition to the aforementioned concerns the members of the MTC have the following 

questions. 

1. Relating to Criterion 1G - Why is a wetland permit not required? 

2. Criterion 8A references emails concerning bat habitat in the area in question.  Where 

are those emails? 

3. Criterion 9B indicates the soils in the area in question are designated “prime agricultural 

soils”.  Should that not make the area exempt from overly zealous interference? 

4. What documentation exists that the Middlebury Airport is currently out of compliance 

with safety protocols?  If the airport is currently out of compliance there should be a 

record of safety violations. 

5. How do the financial savings of clear-cutting to the AOT compare to the financial 

benefits to the local community? 



6. How will AOT compensate the Town of Middlebury for the loss of six acres of trees, 

valued at ~$84/tree per year? 

It is important to note we have requested information on #2 from Alyssa Bennett at VT Fish and 

Wildlife.  We also requested information from Trini Brassard at VT AOT for clarification on #4. 

To date we have received no responses. 
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